
Volume 13, Issue 5                            August 16,  2014 

Inside This Issue 

Koiladyõs Korneréé..3 

Koi Behavior of Dis-

easesééééééé..4 

Building a Garden 

Pondééééééé.6 

Japanese Garden  

Journaléééééé..7 

Do It Yourselve Protein 

Skimmeréééééé8 

High PH in my Pond 

http://forums2.gardenweb.com/forums/load/ponds/msg081933349762.html?35  

 

 Help! I just tested the pond water and the PH (on my chart) is very 

dark blue or in the 9's. Nitrate and Ammonia levels are perfect. I've had an 

algae bloom and have been working on removing this for 2 weeks, using 

quilt batting and rinsing it off every night. Its still murky. I have a bio filter 

and waterfall filter with mats in both places. I did a small water change last 

week, approximately  3000 gallons with 30 - 4" goldfish and some frogs. 

The fish do not appear to be stressed. A lot of hyacinths covering about 1/3 

of the pond along with lilies. HOW DO I FIX THIS! (forgive me if I don't 

look at this right away as they block these sites at work and I'm gone 14 hrs 

a day)  

Thanks, Jeannie 

 Just for the heck of it, check your pH early in the morning. You did-

n't say but I suspect you're checking the pH late in the afternoon/early eve-

ning. Here's what I THINK may be happening: the algae in your pond is 

knocking the pH around. During the daylight hours, the algae consumes all 

the carbon dioxide it can ... this drives the pH up (I've seen ponds where 

the pH has hit as high as 9.5 during the afternoon) but at night - no 

sunlight - the algae are net producers of carbon dioxide along with what-

ever the fish, microbes and everybody else in the pond is doing ... this 

causes the pH to drop maybe as low as 7-7.5 or so, maybe even a bit 

lower. IF this is the case then there are several things you need to do: a.) 

check your alkalinity.  a)  Adjust it with baking soda until it is at least 80 

mg/L or higher.  b) continue to work on getting your algae under control - 

more on this later. On the other hand, if your pH is very high in the morn-

ing AND night, then you may have other issues. Let us know what your 

morning and evening pH readings are as well as the alkalinity. Also, are 

you using pH strips or are you using some other method for testing for 

pH? (The strips can give erroneous readings).                                   David                   
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 Call Lorraine @  519-649-

5019 or koilady@execulink.com for 

free telephone and on line consultations on all as-

pects of the pond hobby.     

 Get rid of green water & hair algae by mak-

ing your own bio -filter and learn how to heal any 

sick fish you may have.  Join the Forest City Pond 

Club or the Blue Water Pond Club to learn more 

about this wonderful hobby.  

Koi for sale year round. 

Upcoming Events  

November 1, 2013:  Our Christmas Dinner will be at 

Nickõs Family Restaurant,  

1766 London Line Sarnia at 4:30 p.m.  

High PH in my Pond 

contõd from front page 

Hi Jeannie.  

 To answer your question about how much 

baking soda (aka, sodium bicarbonate) to add: you 

want to bring the total alkalinity above 80 mg/L or so.  

You will need an alkalinity test kit (you didn't mention whether or 

not you had one - and again, get one that uses drops). First, test you 

alkalinity levels. If you are at or above 80 (approximately 6 drops 

with most kits but verify this for yours) then you don't need to do 

anything. If you are doing this in the afternoon (hence your pH is al-

ready high) you can dump in a cup to two cups. I usually pre-dissolve 

it and slosh it around the pond or you can dump the powder right 

into your waterfall - I'm assuming you have one - and let the water 

mix and disperse it. Wait about an hour or two or even til the next 

morning then recheck your alkalinity levels. Add more if you need to. 

I keep a 10 pound bag of the stuff on hand (Costco's finest Arm & 

Hammer!!).  

 
August 16, 2014:  Bluewater 

Pond Club Tour & Barbe-

que. 

September 2, 2014:  Regular 

meeting at Royal LePage 

building on Christina Street 

in Sarnia. 

October 7, 2014:  Regular 

meeting with Elections of 

Officers. 

November 1, 2014:  Christ-

mas Party at Nickõs Family 

Restaurant, London Road, 

Sarnia. 

   Come and join 


