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Pond Disasters - Troubleshooting Water Garden Problems 

 

Jan Goldfield, Yahoo! Contributor Network 

Oct 7, 2008 "Share your voice on Yahoo! websites. Start Here." 

 

 You finally have your pond in your garden and have been told that mainte-

nance is almost nonexistent. And you are right. There are some pond disasters, 

though, that do happen. To recognize them and be able to deal with them is easy, 

so don't panic. 

 Most pond disasters are easily fixable, so let's start with the most common 

and easiest to deal with. 

 My Pond has Turned to   

        Green Pea Soup! 

 The pond has turned to green pea soup and you have only had it a few 

days. First, don't worry, this is a common problem and an easy fix. Second, do not 

empty the pond and start over again. You will face the same problem again in a 

few days. The pond turns green because it is not ecologically balanced. When sun 

hits water, algae grows. This will never change. Your bird bath gets green, your 

swimming pool gets green, lakes turn green. So we must balance the pond to keep 

the algae from growing. 

 If your pond water turns green, have a look at it and decide if the water 

has suspended microscopic particles of algae in it or if there is something floating 

around in there that looks like angel hair spaghetti. You will have no problem see-

ing the difference. 

 If the water is green from microscopic suspended algae, here's why: If sun 

hits water, algae grow. If we want the algae to be filtered out, we can do it easily 

and ecologically. Figure out the square footage of your pond (Length times width) 

and add one bunch of anacharis (submerged vegetation) per square foot of surface 

area. The anacharis filters out algae. It also is an oxygenator, so fish can breathe 

and is great goldfish food. Don't worry because it grows faster than goldfish can 

eat it. You have now solved most of your algae problem. 

 Next, cover about 1/2 of the surface area with floating plants. That will 

keep half of the pond in the shade, will keep the water cooler, the fish happier and 

the sun from being so brutal.  

Merry Christmas Everyone 

Our Christmas Dinner 

will be at Nick’s Family 

Restaurant, 1766  

London Line Sarnia  

at 4:30 p.m.  

See you all there. 
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 Floating plants could be water hyacinths (illegal in some states, so check 

with your local extension service), water clover, parrots feather, water lilies or 

any of the other floating plants. 

 You now have a balanced ecosystem that will keep itself clear with no 

help from you as long as you don't have koi or feed goldfish 
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 Call Lorraine @  519-649-5019 

or koilady@execulink.com for free telephone and on 

line consultations on all aspects of the pond hobby.     

 Get rid of green water & hair algae by making 

your own bio-filter and learn how to heal any sick fish 

you may have.  Join the Forest City 

Pond Club or the Blue Water Pond 

Club to learn more about this wonder-

ful hobby. 

Koi for sale year round. 

 

Upcoming Events  

November 2, 2013:  Our Christmas Dinner will be at 

Nick’s Family Restaurant,  

1766 London Line Sarnia at 4:30 p.m.  

Pond Disasters  

 Troubleshooting Water Garden Problems 

cont’d from front page 

Jan Goldfield, Yahoo! Contributor Network 

Oct 7, 2008 "Share your voice on Yahoo! websites. Start Here." 

 You finally have your pond in your garden and have been told that maintenance is almost nonexistent. 

And you are right. There are some pond disasters, though, that do happen. To recognize them and be able to 

deal with them is easy, so don't panic. 

 Most pond disasters are easily fixable, so let's start with the most common and easiest to deal with. 

My Pond has Turned to   

        Green Pea Soup! 
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Troubleshooting Water Garden Problems 

cont’d from page 2 

 

 The pond has turned to green pea soup and you have only had it a few days. First, don't worry, this is 

a common problem and an easy fix. Second, do not empty the pond and start over again. You will face the 

same problem again in a few days. The pond turns green because it is not ecologically balanced. When sun hits 

water, algae grows. This will never change. Your bird bath gets green, your swimming pool gets green, lakes 

turn green. So we must balance the pond to keep the algae from growing. 

 If your pond water turns green, have a look at it and decide if the water has suspended microscopic 

particles of algae in it or if there is something floating around in there that looks like angel hair spaghetti. You 

will have no problem seeing the difference. 

 If the water is green from microscopic suspended algae, here's why: If sun hits water, algae grow. If we 

want the algae to be filtered out, we can do it easily and ecologically. Figure out the square footage of your 

pond (Length times width) and add one bunch of anacharis (submerged vegetation) per square foot of surface 

area. The anacharis filters out algae. It also is an oxygenator, so fish can breathe and is great goldfish food. 

Don't worry because it grows faster than goldfish can eat it. You have now solved most of your algae problem. 

 Next, cover about 1/2 of the surface area with floating plants. That will keep half of the pond in the 

shade, will keep the water cooler, the fish happier and the sun from being so brutal. Floating plants could be 

water hyacinths (illegal in some states, so check with your local extension service), water clover, parrots 

feather, water lilies or any of the other floating plants. 

 You now have a balanced ecosystem that will keep itself clear with no help from you as long as you 

don't have koi or feed goldfish. 

My Pond is Leaking!:   Another easily fixable disaster is a waterfall leak. I get calls all the time, "My pond is 

leaking." Most of the time, I say, "No, it isn't." And then explain that most likely the reason the water level is 

falling is because water is leaking from the back or sides of the waterfall. 

 Turn off the waterfall pump. Fill the pond up with water. Don't forget the dechlorinator. Leave it for 

24 hours. Tomorrow, see if the water level is where you left it. Look at that, it is! So now you know that water 

is somehow leaking out the back or sides of the waterfall. Turn the pump on. Have a look around the water-

fall. Most of the time you will find the leak immediately because 

you can see it. Tip the rocks or move the hoses towards the pond 

so all the water returns to the pond and your leak problems are 

over. Occasionally water is splashing out, so check for that as well. 

If you have statuary, make sure there was not a strong wind blow-

ing and water from the spitting statuary is not being blown out. 

Also, if the statue is on the side of your pond check it to make sure 

water is not dripping down the side or front statue and out of the 

water. 

http://voices.yahoo.com/theme/667/swimming_pool.html
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 If you are using a weir or biofalls for a waterfall, check at the 

edges. Sometimes the water can hit a rock and splash out; other times 

the bio-filter box can move around and the seal between the box and 

the liner can fail. 

                              Water is Splashing Out! 

 When dealing with splashing water, remember this: Water can-

not fall more than one half the width of what it is falling into without splashing. If the area the water is falling 

into is 4' across, the water will splash if it falls from more than 2'. This is universal and can be difficult to over-

come. You can make the falls lower, you can make the width wider. But if you have purchased a wall fountain 

or a three tier fountain and put it in a small area, resign yourself to refilling often. 

Tabletop Water Gardens 

 

http://www.interiorholic.com/decorating/handmade/tabletop-water-gardens/ 

 

 Are you fond of all things little? How about miniature tabletop water 

gardens? They are a great decoration for any interior, and bring greenness into 

your living space. Check out these amazing Do It Yourself tabletop water gar-

dens. 

 

DIY petite water gardens:   In order to make your very own water gardens you will need to have a glass bowl, 

or something to store your little garden in. It doesn’t have to be very original, a simple transparent mug, or 

medium size bowl will serve its purpose. Then of course, you will need plants that are growing on water, these 

are taro, water lettuce, water hyacinth, fairy moss and many more. 

 In order for you plants to be growing, you need a small plastic container 

with some soil, which is shorter than you glass bowl. It is needed to be a house 

for all those water plants. It is important to cover the remaining soil with little 

pebbles, or anything to prevent soil from being dispensed in the water. Make 

sure that your plastic container is clean, and put it inside the glass bowl, full of 

water. 

 Ok, so now you small water garden is almost ready. The idea we are exploring here is very similar to 

creating an outdoor pond, except that it is quite tiny. When your plants are 

sort of in the water, and they have accommodated to a new setting, it is 

time to prepare the exterior of your little water garden. For that you can 

take whatever, that comes to your mind: rocks, little pieces of plants, beau-

tiful branches or moss. You can go exotic and even put some tiny mosquito 

fish, to prevent those annoying insects. 

 Anyway, making your own small water garden is fun and very 

cheap, but brings much joy and uniqueness to you interior. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=leaking+water+fall+images&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=g9MdG1fNJITsgM&tbnid=hGLwjy2pDa5V6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenpondforum.com%2Ftopic%2F8741-waterfall-leaking-or-just-natural-sprayevaporation%2
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Trichodina Disease 
 

 

http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases/trichodina.html 

What causes Trichodina? 

 Trichodina is one of the parasites that you can't see without a microscope. This parasite is usually found 

on the gills, skin or fins of the goldfish. It's important to know that Trichodina doesn't feed on the goldfish, it 

only uses them as home and transportation.   Usually, healthy fish can control the number of parasites, but in 

severe conditions and in large numbers,   

 Trichodina can run down your goldfish's immunity system and open a door for other complications 

such as ulcers or other secondary bacterial infections. 

 Severe Trichodina infestations are caused by poor water quality and overcrowding. They feed of the 

bacteria on the fish's surface and cause rapidly multiply as they reproduce by binary fission(each cell splits into 

two). 
 

What are the symptoms?   This parasite causes extreme stress as your goldfish will rub against the surfaces and 

damage its skin and gills. Click image to enlarge.   This can lead to bacterial and ulcer infections. Goldfish symp-

toms can include: 

 scratching and flashing ulcers 

 stop feeding 

 fish may isolate themselves 

 lay at the bottom with clamped fins 

 A mucus scraping on the suspected fish and using a microscope you will see something round moving 

like a merry-go-round, it's Trichodina. 

How to cure Trichodina? The best treatment is using the same medications as you use to kill Ich. You can 

use the salt treatment or medicated treatments like potassium permanganate (works almost every time) or 

Malachite Green with Formalin or use Proform C (colder water temperature) or QuickCure (in warm water 

temperature). 

How to prevent Trichodina? Quarantining and treating any new goldfish is the key to preventing any infesta-

tion of any parasite. Also remember to keep a high quality water, do not overcrowd your tank and feed your 

fish healthy, tasty, fresh food. 

Do not use extra medicine or combine these treatments one after another! 

Recommended Medicine:     Here you can find the medicine listed above. Click the image to find how you can 

purchase the desired medicine. 

Editor’s Note:  Potassium is supposed to be a very effective way to get rid of parasites but you have to be very  

careful with dosages because many fish can be lost if measurements are inaccurate. 

 lethargic 

 irritated skin 

 greyish, white film over body of fish in severe cases. 

 ulcers 

www.koipondcentral.com www.aquaticeco.com www.aquariumguys.com 

Useful Articles 

Goldfish Diseases | How To Diagnose, 

Cure And Prevent  

Salth Baths For Goldfish | Tips and 

Benefits  

Goldfish Diseases | Ich 

http://www.koipondcentral.com/koi_health/proformc.html
http://www.aquaticeco.com/subcategories/1083/Potassium-Permanganate
http://www.aquariumguys.com/quickcure1.html
http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases.html
http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases.html
http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases/salt-baths.html
http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases/salt-baths.html
http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-diseases/ich.html
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Redcap Oranda Goldfish 

Red Cap Oranda Goldfish, Redcap Oranda Fancy Goldfish 

 

Family: Cyprinidae                      http://animal-world.com/encyclo/fresh/goldfish/RedcapOranda.php 

 

 This pretty little goldfish, the Redcap Oranda Goldfish is totally white except for its cherry red hood! 

 The Redcap Oranda Goldfish is a favorite variety of the Oranda Goldfish, some of the most popular goldfish 

in the world. The Red cap Oranda is a beautiful gold fish with a large round body, shimmering scales, and a long 

flowing split caudal (tail) fin that fans out when it comes to a stop. 

 The Red Cap Oranda Fancy Goldfish are favored for their hood, a fleshy growth on the top of the head 

called the wen. The wen starts to show at about 3 - 4 months, but really begins to form at about 1 - 2 years becom-

ing full in 2 - 2 1/2 years. 

 Unlike the common goldfish with a long slender body, the Redcap Oranda Goldfish is one of the more 

rounded or egg-shaped fancy gold fish. It is totally white except for a cherry red hood on its head, looking just like a 

cap. All of its fins are paired except the dorsal fin, and the tail fin is usually split. 

 The Redcap Oranda Goldfish are very popular, but although they are widely available they are considered 

delicate and not recommended as a beginner fish. Unlike the flat-bodied types of goldfish, they have a lower toler-

ance for pollution and cannot tolerate extremely cool temperatures. The hood is subject to infection from debris, 

bacteria, and fungi that settles in the tiny folds. 

Redcap Oranda Goldfish - Quick Aquarium Care 

 Temperament: Peaceful 

 Aquarium Hardiness: Very Hardy 

 Aquarist Experience Level: Beginner 

Diet Type: Omnivore 

 Minimum Tank Size: 10 gal (38 L) 

 Temperature: 65.0 to 72.0° F (18.3 to 22.2° C) 

 Range ph: 6.0-8.0 

 Hardness Range: 5 - 19 dGH 

Editor’s Note:  I used to breed these beautiful fish many, 

many years ago.  I loved them then and I love them now.  I’ve even been thinking about breeding them again. 

Oranda Goldfish - Tips and Characteristics 

http://goldfish2care4.com/goldfish-types/

oranda-goldfish.html 

Country of Origin: China 

Family: Cyprinidae 

Scientific Name: Carassius auratus 

Environment: Freshwater fish 

Temperature: 65° - 78°F 

Type: Twin Tail 

Diet: Omnivore 

Food: Pellets, flakes, live food, veggies & fruit 

Adult Size: 6-10" (inches) 

Lifespan: 10-15 years or more 

Care Level: Easy - Medium 

Temperament: Friendly and social 

 

 Don't believe me, but the Oranda is one of the most 

popular goldfish in the world. It's favored for its hood(wen), 

that grows on top of its head. Goldfish owners around the 

world simply love this twin-tailed cute variety. 

 This is a beautiful fish with a large round shape body 

with a flowing pair of caudal(tail) fins. Very similar to the Lion-

head, the Oranda's head has a raspberry like appearance. It 

usually grows when the fish is 1-2 years old. 

 Orandas are available in a variety of colors: orange, 

red, yellow, red-and-white, red-and-black, black, blue, choco-

late, bronze, white or silver, black-and-white, red-black-and-

white, yellow-red or calico. 

 High quality Oranda goldfish don't have forked fins, 

but similar forked-fin goldfish are seen as Oranda, only of 

lower quality.  

http://animal-world.com/encyclo/fresh/goldfish/OrandaGoldfish.php
http://animal-world.com/encyclo/fresh/goldfish/RedcapOranda.php#
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It's possible to breed the Oranda but only a low percent of the fry will become high quality.   

 Oranda can generally reach about 6-10 inches and can live up to 10-15 years in well maintained goldfish 

aquariums. 

You also need to know... 

 It's one of the slow swimming goldfish and not very competitive when food is served. Since they are 

omnivores, Oranda will eat all kinds of fresh, flake or frozen foods. 

 They are very sensitive to cold temperatures, preferably in the range of 65
o
-75

o
 F. Special attention 

must be given to the wen because it's prone to bacterial infec-

tions. Sometimes the wen grows enormously, covering its eyes, 

which means finding food ca become a problem. 

Mixing 

Due to its eyesight and being one of the delicate goldfish spe-

cies, Oranda need to be kept with other slow moving twin-

tailed goldfish. Popular and best tank mates for the Oranda 

are: Fantail, Black Moor, Veiltail, Ranchu, Ryukin, Lionhead 

and Pearlscale. I own a mix of 2 Fantails and 2 Orandas and 

they are the best friends in the world. 

 

 

 Yes everyone, I’m afraid it’s true, winter is close at hand.  We were blessed with such beautiful weather 

the last few weeks but now it’s time to buckle down and get our fish and plants ready for winter. 

 Everyone knows that at this time of year water changes from the bottom of the pond are so very im-

portant because you want to make sure that the toxins from the bottom are removed so that the fish have a 

better chance at survival through these long cold months.  Make sure that you stop feeding your fish when the 

water temperature reaches 50*F.  The bio-filter can be shut down when water temperatures are at 45*F. 

 Because we have so many large trees in our yard, the leaves falling into the pond are immense but cov-

ering the ponds with netting takes care of that problem.  Make sure that you keep an area open at the top of 

the pond for deadly gases to escape.  Here is some more information I found about winterizing our ponds. 

http://urbanext.illinois.edu/gardenerscorner/issue_06/winter_04_10.cfm 

  “Water is a unique substance. At about 40 degrees F. it is denser than water warmer or colder, 

so the 40 degree water settles to the bottom of the pond. It forms a puddle that if left undisturbed will not 

mix with the colder water above it,” said Rugg. “The ice floating on the top of the pond insulates the water 

from even colder air above it. Koi and goldfish can safely spend the winter hibernating in the 40 degree wa-

ter. 

 “Winter temperatures can remain very cold for many months in northern climates. There’s only so 

much water in a pond. There can only be so much oxygen in the water. If ice caps over the pond for longer 

than a few days, the fish, other animals and any decaying organic material may eventually consume all the 

oxygen and the fish will suffocate.”   

http://urbanext.illinois.edu/gardenerscorner/issue_06/winter_04_10.cfm#


Here are a few koi and pond care tips I would like to share with you. 

 

http://www.aquameds.com/articles/article?article_id=40#.Umb1U6hza1s 

The quality of the tap water you use to fill your pond 

 If you are using "city water" you must use a water conditioner that removes both chlorine and ammo-

nia. Some city water departments use chloramines to treat the water. 

 Chloramines are made up of chlorine and ammonia. If you use a water conditioner that only removes 

chlorine, you're leaving the ammonia behind in your pond water which is the last thing you need to keep your 

fish healthy. Aqua Meds® De-Tox Plus or DeChlor & More are excellent products for removing chlorine and 

ammonia from your tap water. 

 Testing your "tap water" for pH is important so you know if your pond water needs a "buffer" to in-

crease the pH in order to prevent a deadly "pH crash". (pond water dropping below a 6 pH). Pond Support™ 

adds carbonates to support your pH. And if you need more our Buff-it-Up works great. 

Pond Water Testing: Testing for ammonia, nitrites, nitrates, KH (carbonate hardness) and pH should be done 

every day when your pond is new and once a week thereafter. Using good test kits like API made by Mars will 

take the guesswork out of your testing results. 

 Plus, a pond water thermometer is a must, knowing the temperature of your pond water determines 

many factors such as when to do temperature dependent treatments, when to begin to feed your fish in the 

spring, adding more oxygen to your pond water during the real hot summer days and more. 

The "Good Bacteria "GB" in your filter: Known as "Nitrifying Bacteria" is the most important bacteria in your 

pond filter. However, it's also one of the most delicate and slowest growing bacteria in your filter.   "GB" must 

be "pampered" and treated just like your fish. "GB" needs oxygen, carbonates and food (one food is the ammo-

nia your fish produce), in order to live and they need warm water (over 65 degrees and higher) to multiply. 

 Protecting the "GB" when cleaning your filter is very important! For general maintenance, NEVER, clean 

your filter or filter pads with "tap water".  The chlorine in the "tap water" will kill the "GB". Use "tap water" that 

has been treated with a good water conditioner that removes the chlorine from the water or use fresh pond 

water (the best choice). NEVER clean your filter "squeaky clean". Just remove the "sludge" from the filter pads 

and filter. 

 Leave the "slime coat" on your filter, it's the "GB" and you want to keep them! Note of interest: your 

fish produce more ammonia from their gills than they do from their waste. 

A Ten percent water change once a week: Small water changes more often, are better than a large water 

change not as often. Don't do your water changes on the same day you treat your pond with our products 

Over Feeding and Over Crowding: Two of the biggest "water quality" busters are overfeeding and overcrowd-

ing! You want your fish to be just on the edge of being hungry (no, not starving) but fed just enough to give 

them all the nutrition they need for good growth, great color and health. 

 Would your choice be a smaller number of big beautiful, healthy fish in high quality water? Or twice as 

many fish, that are not growing, sick most of the time and have a real water quality problem all the time? 

Blue Water Pond Club 
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 So, what it boils down to is this.  If our ponds are balanced and the fish 

are eating and growing well during the summer, they have a better chance of 

survival and making water changes from the bottom of the pond will help give 

our fish that chance. 

http://www.aquameds.com/articles/article?article_id=18
http://www.aquameds.com/water-conditioners/dechlor-more/
http://www.aquameds.com/water-conditioners/buff-it-up/

